Botanical Research Institute of Texas

500 East 4th Street ( Fort Worth, Texas 76102 
Sustainable Winegrowing Award to go to HALL Wines of California 

Botanical Research Institute of Texas creates the International Award of Excellence in Sustainable Winegrowing to recognize winegrowers and winemakers who reflect BRIT's core principles of conservation, sustainability, and wise stewardship of the land   

Fort Worth, Texas – The Botanical Research Institute of Texas will present its first International Award of Excellence in Sustainable Winegrowing to HALL Wines of California at the fourth annual Fête du Vin Wine Dinner and Auction Fête du Vin Wine Dinner and Auction on Friday, October 8, 2010, at The Fort Worth Club. 

Kathryn Hall, who founded HALL Wines with her husband, Craig Hall, will accept the award at the black-tie affair, where guests will enjoy a festive evening featuring fine wines, haute cuisine, and spectacular silent and live auctions. Proceeds from the Fête will benefit BRIT and advance its mission to conserve our botanical heritage.


As an international institute, BRIT created the award to recognize the viticulturists (winegrowers) and viniculturists (winemakers) throughout the world who reflect BRIT's core principles of conservation, sustainability, and wise stewardship of the land. 


"The award presentation will enhance BRIT's annual celebration of the natural connection between botany and wine growing," said S. H. Sohmer, Ph.D., FLS, BRIT's president and director."We are delighted to present BRIT's inaugural award to HALL Wines, a most worthy recipient." 

"We are pleased to be recognized for our accomplishments in sustainability," said Kathryn  Hall. "And, we applaud BRIT for raising awareness of the importance of employing sustainable practices in the wine industry."

About HALL Wines


HALL Wines is a premier winery, with estate vineyards that encompass more than 500 acres of classic Bordeaux varietals, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, and Sauvignon Blanc. As winegrowers and visionaries, Kathryn and Craig Hall have a strong respect for the environment and a commitment to cutting-edge vineyard technology to yield the highest quality grapes. Through meticulous attention to detail in the vineyards, HALL wines are able to express the unique and diverse character of Napa Valley's soils and climate.  


HALL Wines' St. Helena winery in Napa Valley is one of the most advanced wineries in California and was the first winery in the state to receive the gold certification in the U.S. Green Building Council's LEED® (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) Green Building Rating System™.  LEED is the internationally recognized certification system that measures a building's performance across all environmental metrics including energy savings, water efficiency, CO2 emissions reduction, improved indoor environmental quality, and stewardship of resources and sensitivity to their impacts. HALL Wines' commitment to sustainability is further reinforced by its earning the Organic Certification from California Certified Organic Farmers, one of the nation’s oldest and largest organic certification and trade associations.

About the Botanical Research Institute of Texas 
 
Established in 1987, BRIT is an independent, nonprofit, international, botanical resource center based in Fort Worth, which opened to the public in 1991. Its mission is to conserve our botanical heritage by deepening our knowledge of the plant world and achieving public understanding of the value that plants bring to life. 

BRIT catalogs the plant life on Earth and has conducted extensive research in Texas and in tropical rainforests in the Philippines, Costa Rica, and currently in Peru and Papua New Guinea. It is a primary plant information center for scientists and professionals and a primary plant interpretation center for all interested in learning more about the plant world. 

With a collection of more than one million dried plant specimens representing much of Earth’s plant diversity, BRIT's herbarium is among the largest in the United States and is the largest herbarium not part of a university, botanical garden, or natural history museum. BRIT's library houses more than 100,000 volumes of books, periodicals, and journals from more than 100 countries. 

BRIT will move in 2011 to its new $48 million, 70,000-square-foot headquarters, for which it is seeking the LEED® platinum certification. The Sustainable Sites Initiative™ (SITES™) has selected the landscape of BRIT's headquarters as one of the first to participate in a new program testing the nation’s first rating system for green landscape design, construction, and maintenance.
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Chris Chilton, director of marketing and public relations; 817.332.4441, ext. 218; cell 817.880.5670; cchilton@brit.org;  http://www.brit.org
HALL Wines

Yasemin Altintas, account executive, Evins Communications, Ltd.; 212.377.3583;  yasemin.altintas@evins.com; www.evins.com
